D# 50 SMALL SCALE RESEARCH FACILITIES

General Description

This proposal would evaluate adding a land use to the Zoning Use Table that allows for small
scale research/education/mitigation/demonstration projects to increase knowledge and
awareness of the City’s natural features. In addition, a definition of Scientific Research (small
scale) would be added to the Development Regulations.

Impact Analysis

Effect on rate of growth, development, and conversion of land as envisioned in the Plan

The rate of growth, development, and conversion of land would not be affected by this code
provision.

Effect on the City’s capacity to provide adequate public facilities
This proposal is to provide a classification for a zoning land use. The City's capacity to provide
adequate public facilities would not be affected.

Effect on the rate of population and employment growth
This proposal is only changing administrative procedures. The City's rate of population and
employment growth would not be affected due to the proposal.

Whether Plan objectives are being met as specified or remain valid and desirable

The Comprehensive Plan objectives would remain unchanged. The proposal could directly or
indirectly help to encourage preservation of habitat areas, or re-establish self-sustaining
fisheries (Policy EN-53). Research conducted could yield information and result in analysis that
may contribute to the preservation of natural resources.

Effect on general land values or housing costs

The effect of adding a use category to the Zoning Use Table for small-scale research uses and
facilities is not anticipated to have an adverse effect on land value, housing costs or
development costs.

Whether capital improvements or expenditures are being made or completed as expected
There are no capital improvements or expenditures associated with this proposal.

Consistency with GMA, the Plan, and Countywide Planning Policies

This proposal is consistent with the statewide Growth Management Act (GMA) which requires
that cities plan to accommodate land uses and protect environmentally critical areas. GMA
acknowledges that minor activities pose little threat to critical areas. The land use type
envisioned would allow for small scale and less intensive research activities that are not
presently classified in the City’s Zoning Use Table. Renton’s Comprehensive Plan calls for sound
planning, requires the protection of sensitive areas, and encourages preservation of habitat
areas, and the re-establishment of self-sustaining fisheries. The type of research activities that
have been proposed in the past 5 years generally have had some association with supporting or
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improving fish stock in Lake Washington and the Cedar River. The King County Countywide
Planning Policies require protection of the natural environment. Policy LU-4 requires
jurisdictions to encourage compatible land uses adjacent to natural resource areas which
support utilization of the resource and minimization of conflicts. Small-scale research facilities
could be considered to utilize natural resources, provided they are sited to minimize conflicts.

Effect on critical areas and natural resource lands

Critical areas and natural resource lands could be impacted by the establishment of small-scale
research experiments or facilities, especially if the use is not short-term, or if restoration or
other mitigation is not inherent in the proposal. There may be long-term benefit due to the
additional knowledge gained from scientific endeavors.

Effect on other considerations

This proposal would result in providing clarification for small-scale scientific
research/education/mitigation/demonstration activities that are proposed either as a primary
or accessory use. In some instances, the use would be temporary, and may only occur for a few
hours or days. The use may also remain over the course of several seasons or years, depending
on the nature of the research/mitigation being performed. Examples of research projects that
have occurred during the past several years include: placement of smolt traps in the Cedar
River by Washington Fish & Wildlife in order to tag and monitor the annual migration of larger
juvenile salmonids for the purpose of estimating production and survival of salmon and trout
species; placing trees as woody debris in Lake Washington by U.S. Department of Fish &
Wildlife Services to examine its use by juvenile Chinook salmon. In addition, presently, Seattle
University in conjunction with King County is proposing a sustainable organic demonstration
garden near Springbrook Creek in order to study the effects of applying different types of
compost to the garden.

Staff Recommendation

e Staff recommends that a new use be added to the Zoning Use Table “Research -
Scientific (small scale)”

e Staff recommends that a definition be adopted for “Research — Scientific (small scale)”

e Staff recommends that Research - Scientific (small scale) be permitted to occur in
natural resource areas including the Cedar River, Lake Washington, May Creek, and
other stream and wetland areas

e Shoreline and SEPA environmental review would still be required.

Implementation Requirements
Sections in Title IV of the City Code should be amended to reflect this proposal. These code

sections are as follows:

RMC 4-2-060: A, Zoning Use Table — Agriculture and Natural Resources
RMC 4-11-180 Definitions
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ATTACHMENT A
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ATTACHMENT B
RMC 4-11-180

4-11-180 DEFINITIONS R:

RAILROAD YARDS: An area for the switching, storing, assembling, distributing, consolidating,
moving, repairing, weighing or transferring of cars, trains, engines, locomotives, and rolling
stock.

REAR YARD: See YARD REQUIREMENT.

RESEARCH — SCIENTIFIC (SMALL SCALE): The gathering of data, information, and facts for
the advancement of knowledge. Scientific research may be conducted in a building or in the
field, and may include investigation, testing, or experimentation for study, research, education,
mitigation, and demonstration of scientific principles. Small-scale research is generally
sponsored by an entity or government agency, and facilities consist of temporary offices, sheds,
or structures that have a small footprint and limited impact on the underlying use of the site

REASONABLE USE: A legal concept that has been articulated by federal and state courts in
regulatory takings issues.
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