D# 47 TREE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

General Description

Tree Conservation and Management Regulations replaces 4-4-130 Tree Retention and Land
Clearing Regulations. It provides protection to significant trees on developing private property,
includes protections for trees on existing developed lots and includes information about street
trees for the general purposes of increasing canopy cover and reducing the unnecessary loss of
trees citywide. This new version provides protection to both the trees on private and public
property as well as street trees along right-of-ways. It also serves as an interim regulation
pending the development of the forestry ordinance. This document contains information about
a City Forestry Account, where funds collected from permits, fines, and the cost of
supplemental trees, those that cannot be accommodated on the site but are required, can
accrue in the "tree bank" and be used by the City to offset costs of the urban forestry program
(e.g. tree planting).

Impact Analysis

Effect on rate of growth, development, and conversion of land as envisioned in the Plan
A positive effect will be the result with more viable significant trees protected to enhance
Renton's natural environment, making development more desirable for home buyers and
reducing the impacts of land disturbing activities.

Effect on the City’s capacity to provide adequate public facilities
None.

Effect on the rate of population and employment growth
None.

Whether Plan objectives are being met as specified or remain valid and desirable
Plan objectives are being met.

Effect on general land values or housing costs
Expect a positive impact on real property values. Expect housing to be more attractive to
buyers.

Whether capital improvements or expenditures are being made or completed as expected
No change.

Consistency with GMA, the Plan, and Countywide Planning Policies
Consistent.

Effect on critical areas and natural resource lands
Positive effect on the these areas.
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Effect on other considerations

Public will have better information on how street trees are planted and maintained properly.
Developers will have clear guidelines for protecting trees and easy to understand
determinations for saving or removing trees. Developments will have fewer high risk trees
following full build-out with the result being safer and more attractive neighborhoods and few
associated tree removal and planting costs per household.

Staff Recommendation
This is a draft review and presentation. Further refinements are required by staff. Staff
recommends bringing back a revised draft to the Planning Commission.

Implementation Requirements
None at this time. Further information to be provided with the revised draft.
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